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THE RECONCILIATION OF LOVE (GOD’S LOVE)
Scriptures: Hosea 3:1-5

Introduction: Hosea was commanded by God to marry a woman who was
faithless in marriage.
- Just as Hosea wife Gomer, was unfaithful in marriage to him, so had the
nation of Israel been unfaithful to God.
o After Gomer had played the harlot, brought herself down by shaming
her family, chased her lover’s but were not able to overtake or find
them, and lost everything she had gained; she felt the emptiness and
need for true love that she had with her husband and family.
- We too can easily lose appreciation for our special relationship with God
and pursue dreams and goals that do not include Him.
o When we comprise our Christian life styles and adopt the ways of the
world, we are being faithless.
- Because of Hosea love for her he goes after his unfaithful wife to bring her
back.
o So the Lord pursues us with His love.
(Continue on page 2)
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The Reconciliation of Love (God’s Love) – Continuation from page 1

SPIRITUAL UNFAITHFULNESS: PARALLELS
1. Spiritual and Physical Adultery
are against God’s law.

1. When we break God’s law and
is aware of what we are doing
our heart becomes open to sin
and our relationship with God
is broken.

2. Unfaithfulness begins with
disappointment and
dissatisfaction either real or
imagined.

2. The feeling that God’s disappointment can lead you away
from him. These feelings of
disappointment/dissatisfaction
are normal and when endured
will pass.

3. Spiritual/Physical Adultery
begins with diverting affection
from one object of devotion to
another.

3. The diverting of our affection is
the first step in the blinding
process that leads to sin.

4. They involve a process of
deterioration; it is not usually
an impulsive decision.

4. This process is dangerous
because you don’t always
realize it’s happening until it’s
too late.

5. Spiritual/Physical Adultery
involves the creation of a
fantasy about what a new object
of love can do for you.

5. Such fantasy creates unrealistic
expectation of what a new
relationship can do and only
leads to disappointment in all
existing and future
relationships.
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10-4-15 – The Spirit Is Not For Sale – Bible Basis: Acts 8:9-24
10-11-15 – Saul Earns Credibility – Bible Basis: Acts 9:19b-31
10-18-15 – Peter Takes A Risk – Bible Basis: Acts 10:24-38
10-25-15 – Trusting The Spirit – Bible Basis: Acts 11:1-18
11-1-15 – Prayer Works! – Bible Basis: Acts 12:1-11
11-8-15 – God Makes No Distinction – Bible Basis: Acts 15:1-12
11-15-15 – From Derbe To Philippi – Bible Basis: Acts 16:1-5, 8-15
11-22-15 – Thessalonica, Berea, and Athens – Bible Basis: Acts 17:1-4, 10-12, 22-25, 28
11-29-15 – Teaching God’s Word – Bible Basis: Acts 18:1-11, 18-21
12-6-15 – The Lord’s Day – Bible Basis: Exodus 20:8-11, 31:12-16
12-13-15 – Acceptable Offerings – Bible Basis: Leviticus 22:17-25, 31-33
12-20-15 – Dedication Of Firstborn – Bible Basis: Exodus 13:11-15: Luke 2:22-32
12-27-15 – A Generous Gift – Bible Basis: Matthew 23:2-12; Mark 12:38-44

BIBLE APPLICATION
Taken from the COGIC Annual Commentary 2015 – 2016
October
4th – The main source of power is being a witness for Christ in the Holy Spirit.
11th – Christians are able to have a bold and strong impact on the lives of others.
18th – Believers understand that sharing the Gospel is challenging.
25th – God desires that believers would communicate His love toward others regardless of their
cultural or religious backgrounds.

November
1st – Believers should pray together and expect God to answer.
8th – Christians should remember that it is important to know that God gives everyone an equal
opportunity.
15th – Believers should be sensitive to God’s plan for their lives and open to change.
22nd – Believers are to evangelize in humility and faith in the work of the Holy Spirit.
29th – God can place us in a situation where our knowledge and skills are embraced so the He is
glorified.

December
6th – Christians must remember to honor God even when the issues of life are overwhelming.
13th – God knows our heart and expects the best offerings that one has to give.
20th – Christians can anticipate in faith what the Lord will do in their lives as they share the Good
News of Christ with others.
27th – Christians are to give with a good heart and intentions that are right before God.

Page 4, October – December 2015

PROVERBS 16:16-19
16. How much better is it to get wisdom than gold! and to get understanding rather to be chosen
than silver!
17. The highway of the upright is to depart from evil: he that keepeth his way preserveth his soul.
18. Pride goeth before destruction, and an haughty spirit before a fall.
19. Better it is to be of an humble spirit with the lowly, than to divide the spoil with the proud.

Word Meaning
Is to depart (16:17) to avoid.
Keepeth (16:17) guard
Read and React
-

Verse 16: An interviewer in this morning’s sports section asked a much-admired
college place kicker in his senior year if he was going to be available to the NFL
when he graduated.
“No,” the young man answered, “I have a calling to be a public defender. I have
to get to law school!”
That was a goose-bumps-on-the-arms answer. King Solomon could have used that
young man’s response to illustrate “How much better it is to get wisdom than
gold! and to get understanding rather to be chosen than silver!

The list of those who have shunned fame and fortune for the good of mankind is far briefer than
it ought to be. Notice, Solomon doesn’t supply the promise of reward for those few. He knows
much of the satisfaction that comes from wisdom is inward. Read Proverbs 3:14-15.
-

Verse 17.The highway that avoids evil was seen by the prophet Isaiah who saw this
same expressway: “And an highway shall be there, and a way, and it shall be call The
way of holiness; the unclean shall not pass over it (Isaiah 35:8).

Solomon and Isaiah’s highway stretches from here to eternity. A prepared way for prepared
people.
-

Verse 18: “Pride goeth before destruction, and an haughty spirit before a fall.” Pride
and haughtiness are very personal attitudes. This isn’t the first time Solomon has
confronted the reader with these destructive attitudes: “When pride cometh, then
cometh shame” (11:2), and “The fear of the LORD is the instruction of wisdom; and
before honour is humility” (15:33).
(Continue on page 5)
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Proverbs 16:16-19 – Continued from page 4
That last verse (15:33) reminds us that humility has to be in gear before wisdom can make an
impact.
-

Verse 19: The discussion of pride continues with the advice “Better it is to be of an
humble spirit with the lowly, than to divide spoil with the proud.” What is there to
comment on here? It’s better to associate with the poor than to share ill-gotten spoils
with the proud and haughty. That’s Solomon’s advice to those of us who like to act
like we’re what we really aren’t.

TAKE INVENTORY


If you were asked to head up the Humility Committee and to design a self-evaluation on
discovering pride and haughtiness, what kind of questions would you ask?
How about:
1. What was the last act of compassion you performed in total anonymity?
2. Are you able to discipline yourself from thinking, I could have done that, and
maybe even better?
3. Did you ever think, Why wasn’t I asked to sing that solo in the Christmas
program?

You got the idea. What other questions might you ask????
Memorize
And an highway shall be there, and a way, and it shall be called The way of holiness; the unclean
shall not pass over it. Isaiah 35:8

----------PRAYER
Lord thank You for all the doors that You have opened and closed in my life; for without You I
would have been afraid to go through those doors that You had purposely opened for me and
afraid to closed those that I was used to having opened in my life for fear of going in a different
and unfamiliar area. I can never thank You enough but I will continue to do so…. Amen

“Cast thy burden upon the LORD, and he shall sustain thee: he shall never suffer
the righteous to be moved.” Psalm 55:22
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FOR YOUR HEALTH
Challenges of Holiday Eating
Holiday eating challenges abound. We face more stressors and challenges at this time than we do
during most of the rest of the year. Here are some holiday eating challenges that come up during
the months of November and December:
Abundant and Amazing Food: The holiday season is when we bring out the gingerbread (in
cookie, man, and house form!), the candy canes, the cookies, and all the party food! It's easy to
eat too much of the wrong thing. It's also the time of year when people cook really delicious food
in abundance: turkeys, roasts, honey-baked hams and other great foods are the centerpieces of
feasts that tempt us to eat larger portions than we need. Many of us are more tempted than
normal to stuff ourselves, and not always with the healthiest fare.
Holiday Stress: The holiday season is a busy, and often stressful, time of year. We're rushing too
much, spending too much, and letting perfectionism and stress take hold of us all too often. This
can lead to emotional eating.
Convenient Excuses: People who are celebrating often indulge more than they would in their
regular lives. When celebrating the holidays, there are several occasions where people might
relax their dietary standards a little, in the name of celebration. These celebrations, however, can
be rather plentiful during the holiday season, and the indulgences ("Oh, look--the neighbors
made us fudge!" "Hey, it's a party! Why not have another piece of pie?" etc.) can add up.
Hope For Holiday Eating
Fortunately for all of us, there are some pretty effective ways to combat holiday eating woes, and
they're (mostly) under your control. Short of "going Grinch" and keeping everyone from sharing
their holiday deliciousness, you can minimize the damage and start the new year off with a sense
of pride and motivation rather than a feeling of regret and an iffy sense of hope for change. The
following strategies can help you curb holiday eating without minimizing the joy and enjoyment
you feel during the holiday season:
Learn About Emotional Eating: As you may already know, too much stress can lead to altered
eating patterns--eating too much, too little, or foods that aren't altogether healthy for us. The
holidays are no exception, of course, and can be much more difficult to manage because of the
factors listed above. Learning about the causes and solutions for emotional eating can go a long
way toward helping with holiday eating challenges.
Add Some Spice: Adding certain spices to your foods can not only make them more flavorful
(which can lead you to feeling more satisfied as you eat), but these spices can bring added health
benefits as well.
(Continue on page 17)
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A RIGHT VIEW OF REPENTANCE
From In Touch by Charles Stanley

Preaching the truth about Jesus Christ in Acts 2, Peter left thousands of listeners asking the same
question: “What shall we do now?”
The apostle’s response is simple: “Repent, and….be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ
for the forgiveness of your sins” (v.38). As a result, 3,000 people were added to the new church
that day (v.41).
Is this the message of most churches today? Does it seem strange that Peter said “repent” instead
of “believe”? Actually, Scripture often uses these concepts interchangeably. You see, repentance
and faith are really two sides of the same coin: Both are essential for salvation, and each is
dependent upon the other.
In terms of salvation, you cannot separate faith and repentance – both happen
simultaneously. In order to be saved, you must place faith in Christ for the forgiveness of sins,
and that faith decision requires a change of mind (repentance) about you way of life. Yet many
people mistakenly believe they must change their way of living long before they can make a faith
decision for the Savior. The truth is, repentance does not mean that we must completely change
our ways and “clean ourselves up” so we can receive Christ as Lord.
If you’re holding off on a decision for Christ until you think you are “ready” or “worthy,”
you’re waiting in vain. Jesus is ready to receive you right now. Only as a child of God will you
find the power– His power – to truly become the person you were created to be.
********

REPENTANCE
Repentance – means a sincere turning away, in both the mind and heart, from self to God.
Repentance is recognizing that our sin is offensive to God. Repentance can be shallow, such as
the remorse we feel because of fear of punishment (like Cain) or it can be deep, such as realizing
how much our sins cost Jesus Christ and how his saving grace washes us clean (like the
conversion of Paul).
"Therefore,O house of Israel, I will judge you, each one according to his ways, declares the
Sovereign LORD. Repent! Turn away from all your offenses; then sin will not be your downfall."
(NIV)
Jesus also calls for repentance:
"The time has come," Jesus said. "The kingdom of God is near. Repent and believe the good
news!" (Mark 1:15, NIV)
Repentance is an essential part of salvation, requiring a turning away from the sin-ruled life to a
life characterized by obedience to God. The Holy Spirit leads a person to repent, but repentance
itself cannot be seen as a "good work" that adds to our salvation.
The Bible states that people are saved by faith alone (Ephesians 2:8-9). However, there can be no
faith in Christ without repentance and no repentance without faith. The two are inseparable.
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INSPIRATIONAL QUOTES
Taken from: 1500 Inspirational Quotes and Illustrations

TODAY
 Don’t let yesterday use up too much of today.
 Choose wisely today for satisfactory tomorrows.
 I have seen yesterday; I do not fear tomorrow; I love today!
 “Yesterday is gone; tomorrow is uncertain; today is here. Use it!”
 You have today! Take it and make the most of it.
 When we do our best today, we set the stage for doing better tomorrow.
 Regard this day as a new opportunity for service.
 Yesterday – a cancelled check
Tomorrow – a promissory note
Today – is ready cash. Spend it wisely.
 Today is the tomorrow you worried about yesterday.
 If today is one of your best days, make tomorrow just like it.

TOMORROW
 Don’t brag about what you’re going to do tomorrow; somebody might ask you what you
did today.
 What you shall be tomorrow depends largely on what you are today.
 Worry pulls tomorrow’s cloud on today’s bright sunshine.
 Never forget that if we put God first, no matter what happens today, God’s tomorrow can
be glorious. Key words God’s tomorrow
 Fear not tomorrow – God is already there!
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THE PSALMS
Psalm 15 King James Version (KJV)
15 Lord, who shall abide in thy tabernacle? who shall dwell in thy holy hill?
2

He that walketh uprightly, and worketh righteousness, and speaketh the truth in his heart.

3

He that backbiteth not with his tongue, nor doeth evil to his neighbour, nor taketh up a reproach
against his neighbour.
4

In whose eyes a vile person is contemned; but he honoureth them that fear the LORD. He that
sweareth to his own hurt, and changeth not.
5

He that putteth not out his money to usury, nor taketh reward against the innocent. He that
doeth these things shall never be moved.
For Your Information
“Fool”: Scripture Frequently comments on the foolishness of not believing in God (see Psalm
14:1 and Proverbs 1:7).
“Workers of iniquity”, Wrongdoers.
“Generations of the righteous”: those faithful to God.
“Jacob”: another name for the man Israel, who fought with God (Genesis 32:28) – by extension.
God’s people.
“Tabernacle”: the first place of Hebrew worship, in a tent.
“Walk uprightly”: live a moral life.
“Taketh up a reproach”: wrongs.
“Sweareth to his own hurt”: keeps an oath, even if it hurts him.
“Usury”: lending money at an exorbitant interest rate.

(Continue on page 13)
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_

__

BLOOD
Psalm 72:14 – He shall redeem their soul from deceit and violence: and precious
shall their blood be in his sight.
Matthew 16:17 – And Jesus answered and said unto him, Blessed art thou, Simon
Bar-jor’: for flesh and blood hat not revealed it unto thee, but my Father which is
in heaven.
Matthew 27:25 – Then answered all the people, and said, His blood be on us, and
on our children.
Mark 14:24 – And he said unto them, This is my blood of the new testament,
which is shed for many.
Luke 22:44 – And being in an agony he prayed more earnestly; and his sweat was
as it were great drops of blood falling down to the ground.
John 6:54 – Whoso eateth my flesh, and drinketh my blood, had eternal life; and I
will raise him up at the last day.
Romans 5:9 – Much more then, being now justified by his blood, we shall be saved
from wrath through him.
1 Corinthians 11:25 – After the same manner also he took the cup, when he had
supped, saying, This cup is the new testament in my blood: this do ye, as oft as ye
drink it, in remembrance of me.
Ephesians 1:7– In whom we have redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of
sins, according to the riches of his grace.
Hebrews 9:22 – And almost all things are by the law purged with blood; and
without shedding of blood is no remission.
1 Peter 1:19 – But with the precious blood of Christ, as of a lamb without blemish
and without spot:
Revelation 12:11 – And they overcame him by the blood of the Lamb, and by the
word of their testimony; and they loved not their lives unto the death.

May the Lord add a blessing to the readers, hearers and doers of His Word.
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Crouch’s Time of Harvest COGIC
5434 Fletcher Avenue, Fort Worth Texas 76107
RESOLUTION
IN LOVING MEMORY OF

Mother Helen Davis
Sunrise September 16, 1939 – Sunset September 29, 2015
Joy, like the sunrise, will come in the morning.
Sorrow and sighing shall cease;
Moments are passing – then life everlasting,
Filled with eternity’s peace!
Ecclesiastes 3:2 “A time to be born, and a time to die;” The home going of our beloved Mother
Helen Davis was unexpected and unwanted by those who loved her, but it was not our will but
the will of our Father who decided it was time for her to come home and rest, Psalm 116:15
“Precious in the sight of the Lord is the death of his saints.”
Mother Davis was loved by many. She was a hardworking, faithful, loving and dedicated woman
of God. We thank God for allowing her to be a part of our church family for she was a great
example of what it means to be a Christian. We thank our Heavenly Father for her because her
devotion to this church was displayed in her work. Her love of our Lord and Savior showed in
the love that she displayed to others. She will be missed by all those who had the pleasure of ever
knowing her.
To the bereaved family, The Crouch’s Time of Harvest Family expresses our deepest sympathy
to you and we share in you sorrow. Our love and support are with you at this time and in this
season of your lives.
Lovingly Submitted
Elder Randie Boyd, Pastor
Superintendent, FS Diggs
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THE OLD TESTAMENT IN THE NEW TESTAMENT
Here you will find passages from the New Testament, each of them a quotation from the Old
Testament. Name the Old Testament book (and if you’re really sharp, chapter and verse) where
the passage appears.
1. Thou art my Son, this day have I begotten thee (Acts 13:33).
2. Thou shalt not suffer thine Holy One to see corruption (Acts 13:35)
3. After this I will return, and will build again the tabernacle of David, which is fallen
down; and I will build again the ruins thereof, and I will set it up (Acts 15:16).
4. Go unto this people, and say, Hearing ye shall hear, and shall not understand; and seeing
ye shall see, and not perceive (Acts 28:26)
5. For the name of God is blasphemed among the Gentiles through you, as it is written
(Romans 2:24).
6. That thou mightiest be justified in thy sayings, and mightiest overcome when thou art
judged (Romans 3:4)
7. They are all gone out of the way, they are together become unprofitable; there is none
that doeth good, no, not one (Romans 3:12).
8. Their throat is an open sepulchre; with their tongues they have used deceit, the poison of
asps is under their lips (Romans 3:13).
9. Whose mouth is full of cursing and bitterness (Romans 3:14)
10. Their feet are swift to shed blood (Romans 3:15).
11. For thy sake we are killed all the day long, we are accounted as sheep for the slaughter
(Romans 8:36)
12. Jacob have I loved, but Esau have I hated (Romans 9:13).
13. I will have mercy on whom I will have mercy, and I will have compassion on whom I
will have compassion (Romans 9:15).
14. Even for this same purpose have I raised thee up, that I might show my power in thee,
that my name might be declared throughout the earth (Romans 9:17).
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THE PSALMS – Continuation from page 9
Psalm 16 King James Version (KJV)
16 Preserve me, O God: for in thee do I put my trust.
2

O my soul, thou hast said unto the LORD, Thou art my Lord: my goodness extendeth not to thee;

3

But to the saints that are in the earth, and to the excellent, in whom is all my delight.

4

Their sorrows shall be multiplied that hasten after another god: their drink offerings of blood
will I not offer, nor take up their names into my lips.
5

The LORD is the portion of mine inheritance and of my cup: thou maintainest my lot.

6

The lines are fallen unto me in pleasant places; yea, I have a goodly heritage.

7

I will bless the LORD, who hath given me counsel: my reins also instruct me in the night
seasons.
8

I have set the LORD always before me: because he is at my right hand, I shall not be moved.

9

Therefore my heart is glad, and my glory rejoiceth: my flesh also shall rest in hope.

10

For thou wilt not leave my soul in hell; neither wilt thou suffer thine Holy One to see
corruption.
11

Thou wilt shew me the path of life: in thy presence is fulness of joy; at thy right hand there are
pleasures for evermore.
The psalm of trust in God begins with a request by David that God will keep him safe. He
describes his trust in God and delight in those who share his faith. Promising to avoid the
practices of the pagan nations, he describes God as his only inheritance. The king has not been
disappointed with God’s gifts, both of the Promised Land and His guidance.
Standing in a strong place, David cannot be moved from it, because he trusts in God. He
rejoices in His Savior, for the life he will receive lasts not only on earth but for eternity.



When God gives, He may give very generously. Have you received the gift of trust in the
Savior? If so, have you been disappointed?
Do you delight in God and His people? How do you know it? Do you need to spend more
time with either?
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THE CHRISTIAN COMMUNITY
MATURATION OF THE SPIRITUAL COMMUNITY
By Dr. William C. McCoy
Taken from Church Of God In Christ Annual Commentary 2015-2016
It is exciting to see both physical and psychological growth in the life of a child. Parents around
the world utilize closet doors and doorframes alike to record periodic growth spurts of their
children – keeping a running history of the physical maturation process. Equaly important but
harder to overly measure is the psychological growth that occurs. It is particularly in the toddler
stage that we observe phenomenal and rapid advancements in speech, reasoning, and reflection.
All of this is a natural part of the maturation process of a child. As it is in the natural, so it is in
the spiritual.
The Birth: The Christian church underwent a maturation process akin to that of a child. The
birth or beginning of the church demonstrates a fledgling community dedicated to embracing and
strengthening their fellow believer. They became strengthened primarily by prayer (Acts 4:2331), which provided the conduit necessary for a fresh touch of the Holy Spirit, which provided a
sense of renewal and refreshing. In addition to prayer, their lives were enhanced even more when
they touched the lives of others in a very tangible way (Acts 4:34-5:10) by giving of all earthly
possessions to aid the newly-established ministry. However, God demonstrated that He would
not tolerate trickery or deceit, and ended the lives of Ananias and Sapphira in an instant.
Teaching and healing continued to manifest itself by the work of the Holy Spirit through the
disciples, but they were met with resistance by those devoid of understanding God’s love, and
they found it vital to stand on the foundation of truth (Acts 5:27-29, 33-42)given to us through
the Gospel of Jesus Christ. Such a stand alienated the early Christians among peers and
acquaintances, but they held fast to the faithfulness of God (Acts 7:2-4, 8-10,17, 33-34, 45-47,
53), as evidenced by the anointed testimony of Stephen, designed to pierce the heart and soul of
believers and non-believers alike.
Internal Growth: The pain associated with growth can at times seem unbearable. As we
occasionally glance in the mirror of yesteryear, we can observe the many incidences in our lives
that marked period of growth and self-reflection. The same can be said of the early church,
which endured a series of incidences that stood as challenges to the very core of its vitality and
foundation. The apostle Peter found it necessary to assert that God’s power was only available by
genuine repentance of sins and through the acceptance of His salvation(Acts 8:9-24), not in the
exchange of money, as Simon the sorcerer thought. The conversion of Saul to Paul was
demonstration enough of this fact, but even Paul had to prove is conversion among the people
(Acts 9:19b-31) due to the rigidity of his past. Peter’s personal revelation of feigned partiality
toward the Gentiles (Acts 10:24-38) reminds us that spiritual growth is an intricate part of our
Christian walk, and that God has unique ways of revealing to us what is right and wrong. Thanks
be to God that He does not leave us in a state of darkness and self-righteousness!
(Continue on page 15)
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THE CHRISTIAN COMMUNITY MATURATION OF THE SPIRITUAL COMMUNITY
– Continuation from page 14
It is God’s Spirit that opens the pathways of truth (Acts 11:1-18) in every situation necessary to
prepare us for whatever assignment He has for us. Such was the case in Peter’s recounting of
God’s divine revelation of salvation for the Gentiles. Despite this revelation, persecution
continued, and Peter landed in jail, but through prayer and supplication (Acts 12:1-11), his
deliverance was nothing short of miraculous and an affirming display of God’s power. Such
displays of God’s power lead to faith that is necessary to buoy the Christian through the turbulent
waters of present doubt and future denial. By navigating the waters of spiritual challenges, God
was able to orchestrate the internal growth of the early church, and it was through persecution
that He orchestrated external growth as well.
External Growth: When we can intentionally affect the lives around us in a positive and
meaningful way, we transcend from growth focused on the internal to the external. Similarly, as
the church successfully dealt with internal issues, it began to transcend to a higher calling: the
Great Commission. It was an intentional growth, but one fueled by response to persecution and
the saints fleeing for safer locales. In fulfilling the commission, God had to assure His people
that He made no distinctions (Acts 15:1-12) between the Jews and the Gentiles; salvation was for
all, regardless of individual customs. This was an important concept, for it brought insightful
congruence between the Law of Moses and God’s New Testament revelations. Armed with the
opportunity to “go into all the world,” Paul took the Gospel on the road. These trips included
Derbe, Macedonia, and Philippi (Acts 16:1-5, 8-15) ; Thessalonica, Berea, and Athens (Acts
17:1-4, 10-12, 22-25, 28); and continued into Corinth, Syria, Ephesus, and beyond (Acts 18:1-11,
18-21). As the very essence of external growth in the new church, the Gospel began to change
the face of the community by reaching the people through the preaching of the Gospel and the
teaching of God’s Word.
**********

“CTOH Men of God Praying One For Another”

Page 16, October – December 2015

TWO LITTLE BOYS
A couple had two little boys, ages 8 and 10, who were excessively mischievous. The two were
always getting into trouble and their parents could be assured that if any mischief occurred in
their town their two young sons were in some way involved.
The parents were at their wits end as to what to do about their sons' behavior. The mother had
heard that a clergyman in town had been successful in disciplining children in the past, so she
asked her husband if he thought they should send the boys to speak with the clergyman.
The husband said, 'We might as well. We need to do something before I really lose my temper!'
The clergyman agreed to speak with the boys, but asked to see them individually. The 8 year old
went to meet with him first. The clergyman sat the boy down and asked him sternly, ‘Where is
God?'
The boy made no response, so the clergyman repeated the question in an even sterner tone,
'Where is God?' Again the boy made no attempt to answer. So the clergyman raised his voice
even more and shook his finger in the boy's face, 'WHERE IS GOD?' At that the boy bolted
from the room and ran directly home, slamming himself in the closet. His older brother followed
him into the closet and asked what had happened. The younger brother replied, 'We are in BIG
trouble this time. God is missing and they think we did it.'
***********

SMARTEST PEOPLE IN THE WORLD
A doctor, a lawyer, a little boy and a priest were out for a Sunday afternoon flight on a small
private plane. Suddenly, the plane developed engine trouble. In spite of the best efforts of the
pilot, the plane started to go down. Finally, the pilot grabbed a parachute, yelled to the
passengers that they had better jump, and then he bailed out.
Unfortunately, there were only three parachutes remaining. The doctor grabbed one and said "I'm
a doctor, I save lives, so I must live," and jumped out. The lawyer then said, "I'm a lawyer and
lawyers are the smartest people in the world. I deserve to live." He also grabbed a parachute and
jumped.
The priest looked at the little boy and said, "My son, I've lived a long and full life. You are
young and have your whole life ahead of you. Take the last parachute and live in peace."
The little boy handed the parachute back to the priest and said, "Not to worry, Father. The
'smartest man in the world' just took off with my back pack."
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KNOW YOU!!!!
No one but the Lord knows you – better than YOU! Others see you and can draw their own
conclusion of who you are, what you are, who’s you are and how you are, BUT, they don’t know
you like you do!
God has made us all unique individuals; even identical twins have their differences. He has given
us the ability to know what is best for us even if we do not choose wisely in some of life’s
decisions.
The greatest gift The Lord gave us was His Son who died for sins that He did not do and would
never do, BUT, He knew who He was, who’s He was and what He could do that no one else
would or could do, He knew His life could save sinners like me and you.
**********
For Your Health – Challenges of Holiday Eating - Continuation from page 6
Try Mindful Eating: One healthy eating strategy that has been gaining popularity lately started
as a stress relief strategy: mindful eating. By eating mindfully, you can eat less and savor your
food more, relieving stress in the process. It's win-win-win!
Plan Ahead: Sometimes the best defense is a good offense. If you plan ahead, you can head off
temptation for unhealthy holiday eating. For example, if you're going to a party or an event
where you know you'll be tempted, eat some healthy food first so you won't show up starving
and have only decadent options at your disposal. Learn your triggers, and have strategies for
combating them.
Exercise Your Right To Get A Workout: Exercise can be a good stress reliever, and is great
for the waistline as well, of course. Another thing that many people have mentioned is that when
they workout, they find themselves craving the 'naughty foods' less, perhaps if for no other
reason than they don't want to undo the good they did when they were working out. Whatever
the reason, exercise brings multiple benefits, and is a great ally in the war against poor holiday
eating habits. Enlist exercise, and see the benefits for yourself.
**********
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SEASON GREETINGS
It’s that time of the year and since this is the last newsletter before the holiday
seasons I would like to take this time to wish each and every one of you a blessed
holiday season. I pray that you get to spend time with those that mean the most to
you and that you get the opportunity to share the Good News with someone that
may not have heard it or that is now willing to hear it. Be safe as you go out
shopping, especially at night; try not to go out alone. This is a time where joy
planned can quickly turn to sorrow not soon forgotten. Remember to keep God in
your everyday plans and take Him wherever you go….. Happy Holidays from
Sister Harriet Simpson

JESUS IS THE REASON
In Bethlehem, God gave to us
The source of Christmas joy;
A star shown on a miracle:
The virgin birth of a boy.
He was born both God and man,
A Savior for us all,
The way to get to our heavenly home,
If we just heed His call.
So as we shop and spend and wrap
And enjoy the Christmas season,
Let’s keep in mind the sacred truth:
Jesus is the reason.
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INSPIRATIONAL HOLIDAY QUOTES AND SAYINGS
Helen Keller
"The best and most beautiful things in the world cannot be seen or even touched. They must be
felt with the heart."
Bob Hope
"My idea of Christmas, whether old-fashioned or modern, is very simple: loving others. Come
to think of it, why do we have to wait for Christmas to do that?"
Oprah Winfrey
"Christmas is the season when you buy this year's gifts with next year's money. Be thankful
for what you have; you'll end up having more. If you concentrate on what you don't have, you
will never, ever have enough."
Dave Barry
"Once again, we come to the Holiday Season, a deeply religious time that each of us observes,
in his own way, by going to the mall of his choice."
Taylor Caldwell
"Don’t let the past steal your present. This is the message of Christmas: We are never alone."
Garrison Keillor, Leaving Home
"A lovely thing about Christmas is that it’s compulsory (required by or if by law, TO SHOP),
like a thunderstorm, and we all go through it together."
Robert Louis Stevenson
"A friend is a gift you give yourself."
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BIRTHDAYS

October
1 – David Hicks
2nd – Makayla Davis
3rd – Sherie Johnson
7th – Terry Clemons
10th – Charles Jefferson
11th – Tammey Fields
21st – Denise Brooks
st

November
11 – Donna Alexander
21st – Virginia Short
26th – Demarion Alexander
29th – Amaree Thomas
th

December
4 – Avery Sturges
5th – Jalen Simpson
5th – Camren Boyd
5th – Chaketha Carr
5th – Sally Cobb
6th – Daniella Jones
11th – Torriun Boyd
13th – Ja’Torriun Boyd
23rd – Jasmine Nichols
23rd – Crystal Jones
29th – Tomica Davis
31st – Jarriet Nichols
th

SPECIAL ANNOUNCEMENT
October 12th – Quadtaye & Trish Boyd’s Anniversary

Come and join us for Sunday school at 9:30 am and plan to worship with us during our Sunday
service at 10:45 am. Join us on Wednesday for Prayer at 6:30 pm and Bible Study at 7:00 pm.
Choir rehearsal is held every Wednesday night following Bible Study. The first Thursday night
of the month is reserved for Intercessory Prayer at 7:00 pm. The second and fourth Sunday of
each month is reserved for Pastoral Teaching at 6:00 pm. Come let us hear together what God
has to say!
If you are in need of transportation to church please contact Brother Alvin Davis at 817-9927499 or Brother Quadtaye Boyd at 817-692-5140.

