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FAITH MIXED WITH DOUBT CANCELS OUT BLESSING
Scripture: Mark 9:17-29
Introduction: The challenges this father was dealing with, with his son was real: Our challenges
are sometimes real and other time they are illusion created by Satan to attack our minds. His son
was dealing with a lot: a mute spirit (couldn’t talk), falling down (equilibrium off (unbalanced)),
foaming at the mouth (convulsion, as if mad/crazy), gnashing of his teeth (bites) and becoming
rigid (paralyzed).
These things will challenge anybody’s faith, and so we are challenged, we make requests of God
and then in the same breath say “I know he can do it”, but not really believing he will. Most
often there are too many hindrances in our own lives that they prevent us from stepping
out by faith.
1. If God can bless you with the material things in life, can he not save you and fill you with
the Holy Ghost. These things mention above, I believe is sealed in some of our minds,
what we have seen or heard about what happen when you go through the salvation and
in-filling process of the Holy Ghost. I will admit the pattern is somewhat similar to what
I saw and experienced coming up. But the other side of the story is much greater and
sometimes hard to put in words. “And maybe that is where the difference is” But
what’s even more important is that it’s guided by the Spirit of God and it don’t always
happen that way.
(Continue on page 2)
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Faith Mixed With Doubt Cancels Out Blessing – Continuation from page 1
2. So there are challenges to our faith, there is no question that Jesus can do all things. The
question is whether we can, or will trust him?
3. So our duty is to ask the Lord “Lord, I believe; help my unbelief”. Jesus will always
answer this prayer by giving faith.
4. Jesus answered both of the father’s requests. He strengthened his faith (v. 24) and healed
his son (v. 27).
Note:
1. The lack of prayer makes us weak in faith.
2. Through prayer our wills are conformed to God’s will and we receive strength to do
that will.
Editor’s Note: I realize that this is a repeat of the Pastor’s comments over a year ago (haven’t
totally gone senile yet, lot), but I believe it is something that bears repeating as much as it needs
to be until we can believe it. We must have faith:


Faith is believing in what is true. Faith has two elements:
o 1) Being convinced of the truth, being certain of reality, having evidence of
unseen things.
o 2) Believing, hoping in, embracing, seizing the truth.



Now faith is the substance of things hoped for, the evidence of things not seen – Hebrews
11:1.



While faith requires being convinced that what we believe in is true, just knowing the
truth is only half of faith. God's word must be hoped for, embraced, seized!



Luke 17:5 (NIV) – The apostles said to the Lord, "Increase our faith!" He replied, "If you
have faith as small as a mustard seed, you can say to this mulberry tree, 'Be uprooted and
planted in the sea,' and it will obey you."



Believing is not exactly the same as faith. For belief to be faith, it must light on what is
certainly true. Yet Scripture gives examples of situations where belief alone is required,
even commanded. There's no time for evidence collection, to wait, to hear, for certainty.
Just believe. Like Peter walking on the water--don't think, act! God even requires us to
believe in him when, temporarily, the evidence looks bad: to trust. God requires belief
and trust in moments of human weakness, but faith is what makes us strong. Faith is the
state of being convinced about what we hope for.
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7-3-16 – Ignoring God’s Truth Within Us – Bible Basis: Romans 2:17-29
7-10-16 – We Were All Under Sin’s Power – Bible Basis: Romans 3:9-20
7-17-16 – God Sets Things Right – Bible Basis: Romans 3:21-31
7-24-16 – Not Without Hope – Bible Basis: Romans 5:1-11
7-31-16 – Death Becomes Life – Bible Basis: Romans 6:1-4, 12-14, 17-23
8-7-16 – Safe In God’s Love – Bible Basis: Romans 8:28-39
8-14-16 – Living Under God’s Mercy – Bible Basis: Romans 9:6-18
8-21-16 – God Prunes and Grafts – Bible Basis: Romans 11:11-24
8-28-16 – Love Fulfills The Law – Bible Basis: Romans 12:1-2, 13:8-10
9-4-16 – The Peaceful Kingdom – Bible Basis: Isaiah 11:1-9
9-11-16 – The Mountain of God – Bible Basis: Isaiah 25:6-10a
9-18-16 – Foundations of The Earth – Isaiah 40:21-31
9-25-16 – Everlasting Covenant – Isaiah 61:1-4, 8-11

BIBLE APPLICATION
Taken from the COGIC Annual Commentary 2015 – 2016
July
3rd – The Lord will judge the world, so believers need to be mindful of all that they think, do, and
say.
10th – Sinners should take personal responsibility for their role in sin and turn to God for
repentance.
17th – God offers a way for all to restore and build relationships through Jesus Christ.
24th – Christian’s experience that having hope in difficult times is the right choice.
31st – Renewing our commitment to Christ gives us an opportunity to reconnect and strengthen
our relationship with Him.
August
7th – Christians can discover ways that they can find safety and peace in Jesus.
14th – Believers learn that it is God decides who should receive mercy.
21st – Believers of Christ know and respond accordingly to the truth that one group of believers
is not superior to others.
28th – Christians can show their love for God in their attitude and actions toward others.
September
4th – Christians discover various ways to help live in God’s peace within the world.
11th – Isaiah’s prophecy reveals that the sovereign God will give deliverance from oppression.
18th – Believers know that God can change the circumstances in the lives of God’s people.
25th – God makes an everlasting covenant that God will never break.
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PROVERBS 25:16-23
16 Hast thou found honey? eat so much as is sufficient for thee, lest thou be filled therewith, and
vomit it.
17 Withdraw thy foot from thy neighbour's house; lest he be weary of thee, and so hate thee.
18 A man that beareth false witness against his neighbour is a maul, and a sword, and a sharp
arrow.
19 Confidence in an unfaithful man in time of trouble is like a broken tooth, and a foot out of
joint.
20 As he that taketh away a garment in cold weather, and as vinegar upon nitre, so is he that
singeth songs to an heavy heart.
21 If thine enemy be hungry, give him bread to eat; and if he be thirsty, give him water to drink:
22 For thou shalt heap coals of fire upon his head, and the LORD shall reward thee.
23 The north wind driveth away rain: so doth an angry countenance a backbiting tongue.

Word Meaning
Withdraw thy foot (25:17) be seldom in your neighbor’s house
Maul (25:18) a war club
Nitre (25:20) a wound

Read and React
The following is a study of the very human and down-to-earth themes found in these eight
verses:
-

Verse 16: Previously, the honey metaphor was thought of as a means to sweetly get a
point across or to lubricate a difficult situation. The use of honey in this instance is
strictly as a delicious food that one is able to get too much of with disastrous results.
Perhaps the overriding lesson is discipline. How does that apply to you?

-

Verse 17: Withdrawing your foot is a folksy way to say, “Don’t overstay your
welcome. How does this apply to you?

-

Verse 18: Lying about your neighbor, whether in court or a block party, is improper
for a maturing child of God. It’s as deadly as using implements of war on him or her
or them! How does this apply to you?

-

Verse 19: To rely on an unfaithful person when you need help is as comforting as the
maladies mentioned: a sore tooth or a lame foot. They’re not too reliable, are they?
How does this apply to you?

(Continue on page 6)
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Prayer for Us and Our Children
Taken from: The Power of a Praying Mom by Stormie Omartian

Lord, Draw Me into a Closer Walk with You
Draw near to God and He will draw near to you.
James 4:8
Lord, help me to set aside time each day to meet with You alone. As I come before You, teach
me to pray the way You want me to. Help me to learn more about You. Lord, You have said, “If
anyone thirsts, let him come to Me and drink” (John 7:37). I thirst for more of You because I am
in a dry place without You. I come to You this day and drink deeply of Your Spirit. I know You
are everywhere, but I also know there are deeper manifestations of Your presence that I long to
experience. I draw close to You today, grateful that You will draw close to me as You have
promised in Your Word. In Jesus’ name I pray.
*****
Help My Child Desire to Live Your Way
Blessed are those who hunger and
thirst for righteousness,
for they shall be filled.
Matthew 5:6
Lord, I pray for our children to have an ever-increasing hunger for more of You. May they grow
to long for Your presence – long o spend time with You in prayer, praise, and worship. Give
them a desire for the truth of Your Word and a love for Your laws and Your ways. Teach them to
live Your way. May a deep reverence and love for You and Your laws. Help them to understand
the consequences of their actions. May they learn to not be wise in their own eyes, but rather to
“fear the Lord and depart from evil” (Proverbs 3:7). In Jesus’ name I pray.
*****
Lord, Help Me to Know the Truth
I will pray the Father, and He will give you another Helper,
that He may abide with you forever – the Spirit of truth,
whom the world cannot receive, because it neither sees Him nor knows Him;
but you know Him, for He dwells with you and will be with you.
John 14:16-17
Lord, I thank You that You have given me Your Spirit – the Spirit of truth – to be my Helper. I
long to know You in every way You can be known, so help me to truly comprehend who You
are and rely on You as my Helper who will lead me into all truth. I don’t want to be a person wo
is “always learning and never able to come to the knowledge of the truth” (2 Timothy 3:7), I
want to know the truth about who You are because I know You are near to all who call upon You
in truth (Psalm 145:18). Teach me how to pray myself closer to You. In Jesus’ name I pray.
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Proverbs 25:16-23 – Continuation from page 4
-

Verse 20: There is no use trying to cheer up a person with a heavy heart. Don’t bother
singing jolly songs. It hurt as much as cold weather or antiseptic on an open wound.
So what do you do instead?

-

Verse 21-22: If you really want to annoy your enemy, be kind to him; give him food
and drink. It will be like building a fire on his head. The Lord will reward your
kindness. How does this apply to you?

-

Verse 23: Want to drive away rain (or just about anything else)? Keep your meanlooking countenance and backstabbing tongue. Hmm…what do you think?

Take Inventory
These proverbs get kind of personal. Here is your opportunity to talk to yourself. Spend
some quiet time responding to these proverbs interpretations.

**********

The Cross In My Pocket
By Verna Thomas

I carry a Cross in my pocket
A simple reminder to me
Of the fact that I am a Christian
No matter where I may be.
This little Cross is not magic,
Nor is it a good luck charm
It isn’t meant to protect me
From every physical harm.
It’s not for identification
For all the world to see
It simply is an understanding
Between my Savior and me.
When I put my hand in my pocket
To bring out a coin or key
The Cross is there to remind
Of the price He paid for me.
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A GODLY RESPONSE TO CRITICISM
From In Touch by Charles Stanley

Proverbs 15:31-33
No one likes criticism, but encountering some is inevitable, so we need to learn
how to respond in a godly way. Although you might be tempted to become
defensive or angry, remain calm and listen. The words may hurt, but great benefits
come to those who carefully consider what is said.
If we refuse to accept reproof, we'll limit our potential for Christ like character
development and spiritual growth. Some of life's best lessons come through
difficult experiences. If God allowed the situation, you can be sure that He wants
to use it in transforming you into His Son's image. Whether the criticism is valid or
not, whether it's delivered with kindness or harshness, your goal should always be
to respond in a way that glorifies the Lord. Remember that you are responsible
only for how you handle yourself, not for how the other person is acting.
When a criticism comes your way, be quiet and listen until the other person has
finished. Make direct eye contact to show attentiveness and respect. When your
critic finishes, thank him for bringing his concerns to your attention, and tell him
that you will consider what he's said. Ask the Lord if the accusation is valid. Let
Him search your heart and either affirm your innocence or convict you.
Every rebuke is an opportunity from God. It's a chance to let your Christian
character shine by showing love to your critic. If he is angrily attacking you, your
respect and kindness become a powerful testimony. Criticism is also an occasion to
humble yourself and accept the Lord's correction.
**********

Prayer
Heavenly Father, help me to feel Your presence in every situation and every circumstance of my
life. You are with me, Lord, in times of celebration and in times of sorrow. You are with me
when I am strong and when I am weak. You never leave my side even when it seems to me that
You are far away. Today and every day, God, let me feel You and acknowledge Your presence
so that others, too, might know You through me. Amen

Page 8, July – September 2016

INSPIRATIONAL QUOTES
Taken from: 1500 Inspirational Quotes and Illustrations

LOVE
 Faith – get the most.
Humility – keeps the most.
Love – works the most.
 Love and you shall be loved.
 Love the doesn’t understand the language of sacrifice is not love.
 Love never asks, “How much must I do?” but, “How much can I do?”
 Love was never more indispensable, more necessary to the sanity of humanity than now.
When the chips are down, we fall back to that simple affirmation “What the world needs
now is love.”
 God remembers our labors of love.
 Christian love is the lubricant that helps people to live together without too much friction.
 Jesus did not leave a system of ethics, nor a list of rules, nor a program of religious
activities, nor a theology. But He did leave one great, all-inclusive principle of action
wrapped up in the word LOVE.
 God loved me when I was unlovable, vile and contemptible, and full of sin. How far do I
need to go before I show the same love to others? Before I fully measure up to Jesus
command: “Love as I have loved you.”
 Seek out the one who is filled with hate and misery, the one who is mean and
contemptible and unlovely. Love him until his heart melts and he receives the healing,
cleansing love of God which is flowing through you.
 Faith makes things possible, and love makes them easy.
 Slowly, surely, love melts icicles of opposition, wears down walls of indifference, opens
long-closed doors into the hearts of others. How we need the gentle, warming, healing
balm of love to mend broken families and to repair fractured friendships! – Donald H.
Strong
 God is love, love is life, and life is eternal.
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THE PSALMS
Psalm 18 King James Version (KJV)
1 I will love thee, O LORD, my strength.
2
The LORD is my rock, and my fortress, and my deliverer; my God, my strength, in whom I will
trust; my buckler, and the horn of my salvation, and my high tower.
3
I will call upon the LORD, who is worthy to be praised: so shall I be saved from mine enemies.
4
The sorrows of death compassed me, and the floods of ungodly men made me afraid.
5
The sorrows of hell compassed me about: the snares of death prevented me.
6
In my distress I called upon the LORD, and cried unto my God: he heard my voice out of his
temple, and my cry came before him, even into his ears.
7
Then the earth shook and trembled; the foundations also of the hills moved and were shaken,
because he was wroth.
8
There went up a smoke out of his nostrils, and fire out of his mouth devoured: coals were
kindled by it.
9
He bowed the heavens also, and came down: and darkness was under his feet.
10
And he rode upon a cherub, and did fly: yea, he did fly upon the wings of the wind.
11
He made darkness his secret place; his pavilion round about him were dark waters and thick
clouds of the skies.
12
At the brightness that was before him his thick clouds passed, hail stones and coals of fire.
13
The LORD also thundered in the heavens, and the Highest gave his voice; hail stones and coals
of fire.
14
Yea, he sent out his arrows, and scattered them; and he shot out lightnings, and discomfited
them.
15
Then the channels of waters were seen, and the foundations of the world were discovered at
thy rebuke, O LORD, at the blast of the breath of thy nostrils.
16
He sent from above, he took me, he drew me out of many waters.
17
He delivered me from my strong enemy, and from them which hated me: for they were too
strong for me.
18
They prevented me in the day of my calamity: but the LORD was my stay.
19
He brought me forth also into a large place; he delivered me, because he delighted in me.
20
The LORD rewarded me according to my righteousness; according to the cleanness of my
hands hath he recompensed me.
21
For I have kept the ways of the LORD, and have not wickedly departed from my God.
22
For all his judgments were before me, and I did not put away his statutes from me.
23
I was also upright before him, and I kept myself from mine iniquity.
24
Therefore hath the LORD recompensed me according to my righteousness, according to the
cleanness of my hands in his eyesight.

(Continue on page 13)
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__

FAITH
Matthew 6:30 – Wherefore, if God so clothe the grass of the field, which today is, and tomorrow
is cast into the oven, shall he not much more clothe, you, O ye of little faith?
Matthew 8:10 – When Jesus heard it, he marveled, and said to them that followed, Varley I say
unto you, I have not found so great faith, no, not in Israel.
Matthew 17:20 – And Jesus said unto them, Because of your unbelief: for verily I say unto you,
If ye have faith as a grain of mustard seed, ye shall say to this mountain, Remove hence to
yonder place; and it shall remove; and nothing shall be impossible unto you.
Matthew 21:21 – Jesus answered and said unto them, Verily I say unto you, If ye have faith, and
doubt not, ye shall not only do this which is done to the fig tree, but also if ye shall say unto this
mountain, Be thou removed, and be thou cast into the sea; it shall be done.
Mark 11:22 – And Jesus answering saith unto them, Have faith in God.
Luke 7:50 – And he said to the woman, Thou faith hath saved thee; go in peace.
Luke 17:5 – And the apostles said unto the Lord, Increase our faith.
Acts 11:24 – For he was a good man, and full of the Holy Ghost and of faith: and much people
was added unto the Lord.
Acts 14:27 – And when they were come, and had gathered the church together, they rehearsed all
that God had done with them, and how he had opened the door of faith unto the Gentiles.
Acts 16:5 – And so were the churches established in the faith, and increased in number daily.
Romans 3:28 – Therefore we conclude that a man is justified by faith without the deeds of the
law.
Romans 5:2 – By whom also we have access by faith into this grace wherein we stand, and
rejoice in hope of the glory of God.
Romans 10:8 – But what saith it? The word is nigh thee, even in thy mouth, and in thy heart: that
is, the word of faith, which we preach;
Romans 10:17 – So then faith cometh by hearing, and hearing by the word of God.
Romans 12:3 – For I say, through the grace given unto me, to every man that is among you, not
to think of himself more highly than he ought to think; but to think soberly, according as God
hath dealt to every man the measure of faith.
1 Corinthians 13:2 – And though I have the gift of prophecy, and understanding all mysteries,
and all knowledge; and tough I have all faith, so that I could remove mountains, and have not
charity, I am nothing.
1 Corinthians 13:13 – And now abideth faith, hope, charity, these three; but the greatest of these
is charity.
2 Corinthians 5:7 – (For we walk by faith, not by sight:)
Galatians 2:20 – I am crucified with Christ; nevertheless I live; yet not I, but Christ liveth in me;
and the life which I now live in the flesh I live by the faith of the Son of God, who loved me, and
gave himself for me.
(Continue on page 11)
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Concordance Study – Faith – Continuation from page 10
Galatians 6:10 – As we have therefore opportunity, let us do good unto all men, especially unto
them who are of the household of faith.
Ephesians 3:17 – That Christ may dwell in your hearts by faith; that ye, being rooted and
grounded in love.
Ephesians 4:5 – One love, one faith, one baptism,.
Ephesians 6:16 – Above all, taking the shield of faith, wherewith ye shall be able to quench all
the fiery darts of the wicked.
1 Thessalonians 1:3 – Remembering without ceasing your work of faith, and labour of love, and
patience of hope in our Lord Jesus Christ, in the sight of God and our Father.
2 Thessalonians 1:11 – Wherefore also we pray always for you, that our God would count you
worthy of this calling, and fulfil all the good pleasure of his goodness, and the work of faith with
power.
1 Timothy 5:8 – But if any provide not for his own, and specially for those of his own house, he
hath denied the faith, and is worse than an infidel.
1 Timothy 6:10 – For the love of money is the root of all evil: which while some coveted after,
they have erred from the faith, and pierced themselves through with many sorrows.
2 Timothy 1:5 – When I call to remembrance the unfeigned faith that is in thee, which dwelt first
in thy grandmother Lois, and thy mother Eunice; ad I am persuaded that in thee also.
2 Timothy 4:7 – I have fought a good fight, I have finished my course, I have kept the faith.
Hebrews11:1– Now faith is the substance of things hoped for, the evidence of things not seen.
Hebrews11:6 – But without faith it is impossible to please him: for he that cometh to God must
believe that he is, and that he is a rewarder of them that diligently seek him.
Hebrews11:13 – These all died in faith, not having received the promises, but having seen them
afar off, and were persuaded of them, and embraced them, and confessed that they were strangers
and pilgrims on the earth.
Hebrews12:2 – Looking unto Jesus the author and finisher of our faith; who for the joy that was
set before him endured the cross, despising the shame, and is set down at the right hand of the
throne of God.
James 1:3 – Knowing this, that the trying of your faith worketh patience.
James 1:6 – But let him ask in faith, nothing wavering. For he that wavereth is like a wave of the
sea driven with the wind and tossed.
James 2:17 – Even so faith, if it hath not works, is dead, being alone.
James 5:15 – And the prayer of faith shall save the sick, and the Lord shall raise him up; and if
he have committed sins, they shall be forgiven him.

May the Lord add a blessing to the readers, hearers and doers of His Word.
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SLEEPERS AND NONSLEEPERS
1. Who had surgery performed on him while he slept? Genesis 2:21
2. Who was killed as he slept in the tent of Jael? Judges 4:21
3. Who slept in the bottom of a ship as it rolled in a storm? Jonah 1:5
4. Who suggested to Jezebel’s priests that Baal was sleeping on duty? 1 Kings 18:27
5. Who slept at Bethel and dreamed about angels? Genesis 28:11-15
6. Who slept at David’s door while he was home on furlough? 2 Samuel 11:9
7. Who could not sleep on the night after Haman built a gallows for hanging Mordecai?
Ester 6:1
8. Who had troublesome dreams that kept him from sleeping? Daniel 2:1
9. Who was visited by an angel of the Lord while sleeping? Matthew 2:13
10. Who slept while Jesus prayed in Gethsemane? Luke 22:45
11. Who sneaked into Saul’s camp while he was asleep? 1 Samuel 26:7
12. Who spoke to Abram while he was in a deep sleep? Genesis 15:12-16
13. Who did not sleep while Daniel was in the lions’ den? Daniel 6:18
14. Who slept through a haircut? Judges 16:19
15. Who slept during a storm on the Sea of Galilee? Luke 8:23-24
16. Who fell asleep during Paul’s sermon and was later raised from the dead by Paul? Acts
20:9-12
17. Who was sleeping between two soldiers when an angel came to release him? Acts 12:6-7
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THE PSALMS – Continuation from page 9
25

With the merciful thou wilt shew thyself merciful; with an upright man thou wilt shew thyself
upright;
26
With the pure thou wilt shew thyself pure; and with the froward thou wilt shew thyself
froward.
27
For thou wilt save the afflicted people; but wilt bring down high looks.
28
For thou wilt light my candle: the LORD my God will enlighten my darkness.
29
For by thee I have run through a troop; and by my God have I leaped over a wall.
30
As for God, his way is perfect: the word of the LORD is tried: he is a buckler to all those that
trust in him.
31
For who is God save the LORD? or who is a rock save our God?
32
It is God that girdeth me with strength, and maketh my way perfect.
33
He maketh my feet like hinds' feet, and setteth me upon my high places.
34
He teacheth my hands to war, so that a bow of steel is broken by mine arms.
35
Thou hast also given me the shield of thy salvation: and thy right hand hath holden me up, and
thy gentleness hath made me great.
36
Thou hast enlarged my steps under me, that my feet did not slip.
37
I have pursued mine enemies, and overtaken them: neither did I turn again till they were
consumed.
38
I have wounded them that they were not able to rise: they are fallen under my feet.
39
For thou hast girded me with strength unto the battle: thou hast subdued under me those that
rose up against me.
40
Thou hast also given me the necks of mine enemies; that I might destroy them that hate me.
41
They cried, but there was none to save them: even unto the LORD, but he answered them not.
42
Then did I beat them small as the dust before the wind: I did cast them out as the dirt in the
streets.
43
Thou hast delivered me from the strivings of the people; and thou hast made me the head of the
heathen: a people whom I have not known shall serve me.
44
As soon as they hear of me, they shall obey me: the strangers shall submit themselves unto me.
45
The strangers shall fade away, and be afraid out of their close places.
46
The LORD liveth; and blessed be my rock; and let the God of my salvation be exalted.
47
It is God that avengeth me, and subdueth the people under me.
48
He delivereth me from mine enemies: yea, thou liftest me up above those that rise up against
me: thou hast delivered me from the violent man.
49
Therefore will I give thanks unto thee, O LORD, among the heathen, and sing praises unto thy
name.
50
Great deliverance giveth he to his king; and sheweth mercy to his anointed, to David, and to
his seed for evermore.

(Continue on page 14)
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THE PSALMS – Continuation from page 13
For Your Information
o “Rock”: Scripture frequently compares God to a rock, because He is immovable,
unchanging, and strong.
o “Wroth”: angry.
o “Statutes”: God’s law, as found in the first five books of the Bible, the Pentateuch.
Psalm 18
Sometime following the death of his enemy, Saul, David composed these words of praise and
thanksgiving to God. There is no doubt, if one reads the Old Testament record, that God hand in
keeping David from harm through the years he contended with Saul for the throne. It was a
dangerous, ongoing fight for David, one he sometimes seemed very close to losing.
The psalm begins with David’s expression of love and praise for his Deliver (verses1-6).
Though David feared death, God came to his rescue.
Verses 7-15 personify God as a mighty warrior. In His anger at the wrongs done to His
servant, He shows the whole earth His authority and justice. His rescue of David follows (verse
16-19). Alone, David had no hope against his enemies, but he has been faithful through trouble,
so God rescued and rewarded him (verses 20-24) based on the faithfulness David had shown to
his faithful Lord. All people who follow His way will find God beneficent, but the proud will
feel His stern power (verses 25-29).
David rejoices in the power of God and the strength He gives those who serve Him
(verses 30-42). The psalmist delights in God’s deliverance of him and the authority He has
conferred on him as king. Finally, the king responds with jubilant and public thanksgiving to his
Lord for the line of rulers He has promised to establish.
 How has God been the Rock of your life?
 What has He rescued you from?
 Have you thanked Him?
---------PRAYER
Lord God You are our hope, You are the only hope that we have! We are living in a time when
things seem to be falling apart, when people don’t seem to value the lives of others! Lord I pray
that this world will seek You for an answer in all that we do, because only You can give us the
answer we need! We as humans cannot understand the mind of one another and therefore when
things are in an uproar it seems that we do not care to even try! Lord I pray that Your people,
those who say that they are following You will unite in prayer for a better flow of love in our
land. Lord help us to be more like You, to love like You, to live like You and to walk like You.
Amen
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FOR YOUR HEALTH – YOUNG HEARTS
Baylor Health
Most of us don’t expect to have heart disease. For people in their 30s and 40s, it’s probably not
even on the radar. But hear you are. Your doctor diagnosed heart failure or arrhythmia (irregular
heartbeat), or you had a heart attack.
IS THIS NORMAL? Heart disease at an early age is becoming increasingly common. One form
of the disease, heart attacks, mostly occurs in men older than 45 and women older than 55, but as
many as one in 10 attacks happens before age 45. That means heart disease markers such as high
cholesterol and high blood pressure (hypertension) are likely present well before middle age. In
fact, a study published in the journal Circulation found that many men ages 30 to 34 already have
advanced plaque buildup in their coronary arteries.
HOW WILL HEART DISEASE AFFECT MY CAREER? The condition is manageable, but it
might call for concessions at work to accommodate doctor appointments and screenings. Most
people with desk jobs can continue with their regular responsibilities. Those with more
physically demanding work may need to avoid strenuous activity that can lead to angina, or chest
pain.
“Some people with heart disease have physical limitations due to their symptoms,” says
Ari Cedars, MD, medical director of the Center for Adult Congenital Heart Disease at Baylor
University Medical Center at Dallas. “They may not be able to exert themselves as vigorously as
someone of the same age who doesn’t have heart disease.”
SHOULD I BE CONCERNED ABOUT A HEART ATTACK (OR ANOTHER ONE)? Having
heart disease puts you at increased risk for a heart attack, so you’ll want to be watchful.
Chest pain remains the most common heart attack symptom, though it’s not always as
dramatic as the chest-clutching scenes you see in movies. It might feel more like a tightness or a
fullness than a crushing sensation. Also, women are less likely than men to experience chest pain
during a heart attack, and some women have no chest pain at all.
Other symptoms include pain or discomfort in the back, neck, jaw, stomach or one or
both arms; shortness of breath; breaking out in cold sweat; nausea; and lightheadedness.
WHAT CAN I DO ABOUT MY CONDITION? Plenty! First, know your numbers. “Have a
fasting cholesterol test and get your blood pressure and glucose levels checked,” Dr. Cedars says.
You and your doctor will use this information to monitor your heart health and adjust your care
as needed.
Next, take a good look at your diet. If you’re not sure where to start, ask your doctor
about meeting with a registered dietitian, who can help you put together a heart-healthy yet
realistic eating plan. And get moving. It can be difficult to dedicate time to working out because
of career demands and hectic home life, but you owe it to yourself to make exercise a priority.
Last, assess the amount of stress you have in your life and find ways to relax: meditate,
practice yoga, listen to soothing music. Your heart – and your body – will thank you for it.
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AT THE CEMETERY
A newly appointed young minister was contacted by the local funeral director to hold a
graveside service in a small country cemetery. Because the deceased had no friends or
family left, there was to be no funeral, just the committal.
The pastor stated to the cemetery early enough, but he soon lost his way, causing
him to arrive thirty minutes late. There was no hearse or funeral director in sight, just the
workmen, who were sitting under a tree eating lunch. Moving to the newly dug grave, the
minister opened his prayer book and read the service over the vault lid that was in place.
When returning to his car, the preacher overheard one of the workman say,
“Maybe we’d better tell him that’s a septic tank.”
********

WOOPS!
My Protestant clergy friend was speaking with a Catholic priest and wanted to establish a
solid friendship. He spoke of many things and felt it was going well, but in an instant he
undid all the good he’d done. He asked if Father Paddy’s father had been a priest, too.
********

SUNDAY MORNING
A mother called her son on Sunday morning to make sure he got out of bed and was
ready for church.
“I’m not going” he replied.
“Yes, you are going, so get out of that bed! His mother demanded.
“Give me one good reason why I should go,” said her son.
“I’ll give you three good reason; One, I’m your mother, and I say you’re going.
Two, you’re forty years old, so you’re old enough to know better. And three, you’re the
pastor, so you need to be there.”
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DID YOU KNOW?


The two books of Luke – the Gospel of Luke followed by Acts – make up nearly onefourth of the New Testament.



Luke is believed to be the only non-Jewish writer of Scripture.



First Corinthians isn’t Paul’s first letter to the church of Corinth. In 1 Corinthians Paul
refers to “my other letter (1 Corinthians 5:9).



Romans is the first letter in the New Testament because it’s the longest of the letters. The
letters were originally arranged from longest to shortest, but that order changed a bit over
time.



Though Zechariah has only 14 chapters, it’s the longest of the 12 minor prophets.

FAMOUS LINES


“I have sinned” (2 Samuel 12:13 NKJV). David’s response when Nathan accuses him of
committing adultery with Bathsheba and killing her husband.



“My son, my son…. I wish I could have died instead of you!” (2 Samuel 18:33). David’s
reaction to hearing that his son Absalom has been killed while trying to overthrow him.



The just shall live by faith (Habakkuk 2:4, KJV). God’s expressed desire that people
learn to trust him.



Glory to God I the highest, and on earth peace, good will toward men (Luke 2:14, KJV).
The praise of angels in a shepherd’s pasture on the night of Jesus’ birth.



The day of the Lord’s return will surprise us like a thief (2 Peter 3:10). The Second
Coming of Jesus will be perhaps as surprising as his First Coming.



God will wipe all tears from their eyes (Revelation 7:17). Figurative language to describe
the absence o sorrow in God’s heavenly kingdom.



I saw a new heaven and a new earth (Revelation 21:1). In a vision, John sees God restore
creation to the paradise it was before sin entered.



The joy of the Lord is your strength (Nehemiah 8:10, NKJV).
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SCRIPTURE STUDY
Scripture study is a section that I hope will help us to learn scriptures that we can
quote when we need them. So that if there was ever a time when you are not able
to get your hands on a Bible you will have scriptures hidden in your heart! These
scriptures are not in any particular order of importance (for they all are important).
Many are ones that we hear often and may be ones that you already know, however
I am trying to input scriptures that I may have heard and don’t know where they
are found in the Bible and some that I may have heard but am not as familiar with.
I hope this help others to also get a better understanding of God’s Word!
Hebrews 11:1 – Now faith is the substance of things hoped for, the evidence of
things not seen.
Proverbs 18:24 (RSV) – There are friends who pretend to be friends, but there is a
friend who sticks closer than a brother.
Romans 15:13 – The God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing
John 1:1 – In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the
Word was God
Deuteronomy 11:19 (NIV) – Teach them to your children, talking about them when
you sit at home and when you walk along the road, when you lie down and when
you get up.
Psalm 25:5 – Lead me in thy truth, and teach me; for thou art the God of my
salvation
Matthew 11:28 – Come unto me, all ye that labour and are heavy laden and I will
give you rest
Joshua 24:15 – “As for me and my house, we will serve the Lord.”
Romans 12:15 – Rejoice with them that do rejoice, and weep with them that weep
Psalm 30:5 – Weeping may endure for a night, but joy cometh in the morning
Psalm 145:18 – The Lord is nigh unto all them that call upon him… in truth
Jeremiah 29:11 (HCSB) – “For I know the plans I have for you” – [this is] the
Lord’s declaration – “plans for [your] welfare, not for disaster, to give you a
future and a hope.”
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NOTABLE PEOPLE OF THE BIBLE
Taken from 1,001 Things You Always Wanted to Know About the Bible
By: J. Stephen Lang

This section will give a short insight to some of the most talked about people of the
Bible. Only two or three will be covered in each Newsletter. Hope you enjoy, I’m
sure you know most if not all of them and their stories.
Mary, mother of Jesus
Jesus’ mother is one of the best-known Bible characters, even though the Bible mentions her
only a few times. She was engaged to Joseph, but while still a virgin she learned from the angel
Gabriel that she would bear God’s Son. I’m sure we all know the story…
Mary was present at Jesus’ crucifixion, and though in agony He spoke tenderly to her:
“When Jesus therefore saw His mother and the disciple whom He loved standing by, He said to
His mother, ‘Woman, behold your son!’” (John 19:26). The last mention of Mary in the Bible is
in Acts 1:14, “These [the disciples] all continued with one accord in prayer and supplication,
with the women and Mary the mother of Jesus, and with His brothers.”
----------

Mary Magdalene
One of the most appealing women in the Bible, Mary was a prominent character in Jesus Christ
Superstar. In the Bible she is described as one of Jesus’ many devoted women followers,
someone from whom He had exorcised seven demons (Luke 8:2). According to tradition (but not
the Bible itself) she was a reformed prostitute. She followed the body of Jesus to its burial place
and was the first to learn of His resurrection (Matthew 28:1-8; Mark 16:9). Chapter 20 of John’s
gospel relates a touching story of Mary going to Jesus’ tomb, finding it empty, then encountering
the risen Jesus, whom she does not recognize at first. Mary goes to Jesus’ disciples with the news
“I have seen the Lord!”
“Magdalene” probably refers to her coming from the village of Magdala.
---------

Michal
Among David’s many wives, Michal, daughter of Israel’s first king, Saul, was probably the
“stiffest.” When the Ark of the Covenant, symbolizing God’s presence, was brought into
Jerusalem, King David danced joyously in the streets. “David danced before the LORD with all
his might” (2 Samuel 6:14). Michal was watching this public display, “and she despised him in
her heart.” A grand celebration accompanied the affair, but David came home, Michal gave him
a chilly reception for his “indecent” dancing. (He had been wearing only a loincloth.) For her
unkindness on this grand occasion, Michal was punished by never having children.
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BIRTHDAYS

st

July

1 – Brenda Boyd
5th – Shunterria Clemons
11th – Alexis Boyd
20th – Victoria Hicks
22nd – Glorice Diggs
31st – Lanisha Boyd

st

August

1 – Genice Perkins
3rd – Paula Simpson
8th – Arden Sturges
10th – Charles Jefferson
11th – Tammey Fields
11th – Trish Boyd
18th – Glenda Sturges
19th – Diavian Darden
26th – Paula Clemons
29th – Mattie McClure

nd

September

2 – Barbara Jefferson
10th – Ethan Nelson
12th – Abigail Simpson
17th – Ranese Holland
17th – Thelma Jones
20th – Tynisha Nolen
22nd – Altee Reed
23rd – Harriet Simpson
24th – Tammie Sturges

SPECIAL ANNOUNCEMENT
In the month of September we are celebrating our church’s anniversary and we are thereby
calling this month “Super September!” We will be having various speakers throughout the month
so please stop by and worship with us. The following is a list of a few of our guest speakers:
 9/11/2016 – Pastor Jerry Adams of North Side COGIC in Kountze, Texas
 9/18/2016 – Apostle Dr. Sherman Allen of Christ Cathedral in Fort Worth, Texas
 9/23/2016 – Bishop Larry Brandon of Praise Temple in Shreveport, Louisiana
Times of service and other information about Super September can be found on the website at
CTOHCOGIC.Org as the event gets closer. Thank you

YOU ARE WELCOMED
Come and join us for Sunday school at 9:30 am and plan to worship with us during our Sunday
service at 10:45 am. Join us on Wednesday for Prayer at 6:30 pm and Bible Study at 7:00 pm.
Choir rehearsal is held every Wednesday night following Bible Study. The first Thursday night
of the month is reserved for Intercessory Prayer at 7:00 pm. The second and fourth Sunday of
each month is reserved for Pastoral Teaching at 6:00 pm. Come let us hear together what God
has to say!
If you are in need of transportation to church please contact Brother Alvin Davis at 817992-7499 or Brother Quadtaye Boyd at 817-692-5140.

